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About

There is no music without sound, and for some people, the quality of sound is more
important than most things in life, as it brings us closer to our favorite music and lets us 
explore its beauty. What you are about to experience is an album created by StereoLife 
Magazine in collaboration with Native DSD Music. In our work we are operating in two 
completely different areas, but it all leads to the same thing - letting our readers and 
listeners immerse themselves in sound and enjoy music in the best possible way. There 
are many ways to achieve this state of total connection with art. For some music lovers 
it can be a turntable and old vinyl records, others just need a smartphone and decent 
headphones to enjoy their favorite music, but at StereoLife Magazine and Native DSD 
Music we believe that DSD recordings are quite simply the best solution of all, allowing 
us to take the sound quality to the state-of-the-art. In this compilation you will experience 
different genres, a variety of musical flavors, but all of them in the best possible quality. 
Enjoy!

www.stereolifemagazine.com
www.nativedsd.com
www.nativedsd.com


What is DSD?

Direct Stream Digital (DSD) is a trademark used by Sony and Philips for their system
of digitally recording and archiving music, initially for release on Super Audio CD (SACD) 
and preserving analog master recordings. Native DSD Music offers original DSD recordings, 
directly from the producers who record in this format. But instead of printing and shipping 
SACD’s - you can now download these 1 bit files. DSD stores music as delta-sigma modulated 
digital audio, a sequence of single-bit values at a sampling rate of 2.8224 MHz (64 times 
the CD Audio sampling rate of 44.1 kHz) which is used for SACDs. DSD can be also be 
recorded in Double DSD (5.6 MHz or DSD128) and Quad DSD (11.2 MHz or DSD256) 
which are only available as downloads (not SACDs), such as those found at the Native 
DSD Music website store.  

The word “Native” in Native DSD Music means offering music files that are sourced as 
early in the production process as possible. The key word is Native. Unlike the majority 
of download service sites today, unless otherwise indicated, Native DSD offers only DSD 
Edit Masters, sourced from DSD and DXD session recordings, and not ripped files from 
optical media. The much-abused term “Studio Masters” has little relevance when the 
source of a site’s download file is from the same optical media available to the consumer. 
To put this into perspective, this is most important for recordings that contain the fragile 
low level spatial and instrument detail content of recorded music. It is music recorded in 
an acoustic space at the highest technical level available, with the intent of transporting 
the music performance to the listeners’ room with the highest possible detail.



How do you play DSD files?

To play DSD files you need a few things, which you may already have. The first is a 
computer to play the files using music player software that will translate the DSF files 
and send it to your hi-fi system. The second is a DAC (Digital-to-Analog Converter) 
in your hi-fi system - a device which allows you to play music from your computer, 
usually via a USB cable. And, of course, you will need an amplifier and speakers or 
headphones; whatever you use to listen to music at home. If you are going to play 
DSD files for the first time, you may have to configure your software for that purpose. 
This will depend on the player software you select to read the DSF files. On PC’s it can 
be Foobar2000, JPlay, JRiver Media Center, Signalyst HQPlayer, Teac HR Audio Player, 
Roon Labs etc. For Mac users some of the most popular players supporting DSD files 
are Audirvana Plus, Channel D Pure Music, Sonic Studio Amarra as well as JRiver Media 
Center, Teac HR Audio Player or Roon Labs. Please refer to your player’s support to 
make sure you can play DSD files correctly.

In short:
1. Download player software that can handle .dsf DSD files.
2. Drag your new files in the player software.
3. Make sure your output is set to DSD on the DAC.
4. Enjoy!



About Native DSD Music

Founded in 2014 by Jared Sacks (Channel Classics Records founder and recording engineer) 
and his son Jonas (web designer and filmmaker), Native DSD Music started out with the 
Channel Classics Records catalogue of about 170 albums in DSD. Their mission was to 
create a central place where music fans could go to find the highest resolution recordings 
in the world in both Stereo and Multichannel, directly from labels recording in DSD and/
or DXD. The vision was to make music available to listeners anywhere in the world, as 
Direct Stream Digital (DSD) downloads. This included obtaining DSD Edit Masters and 
Analog Master Tapes that could be transferred to DSD, bringing you, the listener, as close 
to the original performance as possible. In the last year, Native DSD Music has seen 
tremendous growth. Today they are offering over 800 albums from 39 labels - ALL and 
ONLY available in DSD (and sometimes DXD). More and more record labels are joining 
this store, as DSD is becoming the go-to format for the highest quality recorded music. 

Towards the end of 2015, the team started offering Gear (DACs, Headphones, Cables 
and Mobile DSD Music Players) at NativeDSDGear.com, which is run by the Native DSD 
Music team. It specializes in offering Gear that plays back DSD files natively. 

About StereoLife Magazine

StereoLife Magazine is a global web magazine about audio equipment and music, 
formed by professional journalists and independent bloggers. The StereoLife website 
was created in order to promote good music and popularize the concept of high-fidelity 
sound. Our mission is to share information about music and audio equipment. The site 
has been designed using responsive technology so it can be easily viewed on screens 
of different devices - computers, laptops, tablets and mobile phones. All articles published 
on StereoLife Magazine are also available in our RSS feed. On our website you will 
find the latest industry news, reviews of hi-fi components, interviews, reports and 
videos allowing you to see what’s great in the world of high-quality audio equipment. 
Loudspeakers, amplifiers, streamers, headphones, cables, turntables and everything 
you need to bring hi-end music reproduction to your living room. You can also follow 
StereoLife Magazine on social media such as Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.

http://www.nativedsd.com
http://www.stereolifemagazine.com


ACOUSTIC/Independent

Crossing - Morning Light, Western Town (Elias) - 5:59
Track 4 from Sketti Sandwich: SSP1661D64 - David Elias

“Crossing” was a concept that evolved from its predecessor project 
“The Window” (2003) by extending the use of minimal tracks (8) 
and mics to capture the ambient characteristics and nuances of live 
studio performance sessions created by an acoustic band consisting 
of guitar, mandolin, dobro, upright bass and drums.

JAZZ/Jazz Duo

Who Cares? - Airegin (Rollins) - 6:18
Track 1 from Fonè Jazz: SACD140 - Scott Hamilton, Andrea Pozza

“Few times in life, one has the feeling to be in the right place at the 
right time. It happened to me in the cellar of Hotel Il Castello in 
Certaldo on the occasion of the recording of this Album. To record 
with Scott Hamilton, one of my all time favorite musicians, in an ex-
traordinary place with invaluable microphones skillfully maneuvered 
by Giulio Cesare Ricci, a real “guru” of hi-fi recording, enjoying the 
hospitality Alfred Kramer (and his snare drum and brushes in a couple 
of takes) and the amazing food at Il Castello - what do you think, 
isn’t that enough?” – Andrea Pozza, pianist

CLASSICAL/Symphony Orchestra

Stravinsky: Rite of Spring, Firebird Suite, Scherzo, Tango - Firebird 
Suite: The Infernal Dance (Stravinsky) - 4:04
Track 19 from Channel Classics: CCS SA 32112 - Iván  Fischer/
Budapest Festival Orchestra

“The recipe seems simple: take a simple melody of six notes and 
repeat it in the same order, accentuating a different note each time. 
Here we have the beginning of the Sacre du Printemps (with a short 
transition between lines 2 and 3)! Next step: add a rhythmic pattern 
and repeat it many times. Prepare a few of these and combine them 
thoroughly until you get a polyrhythmic and polytonal mix! Finished. 
With his simple recipe, Stravinsky changed the world.” - Iván Fischer, 
conductor.

skettisandwich.nativedsd.com/albums/crossing
skettisandwich.nativedsd.com/albums/crossing
https://skettisandwich.nativedsd.com/albums/crossing
https://fonerecords.nativedsd.com/albums/who-cares
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JAZZ/Jazz Trio

S’ Wonderful Jazz - S’ Wonderful (Gershwin) - 4:31
Track 1 from Wilson Audiophile: Wilson 8418 - Eddie Graham Trio 

“The drummer is the boss of the band, not the bandleader”, Count 
Basie once said. “If the drummer’s not right, nothing’s happening.” 
That is as true of a small group as of a big band, but audiences 
have not always recognized it, the importance of the drummer often 
being obscured by a lot of razzmatazz going on in front of him. Yet, 
paradoxically, audiences have always loved drum solos, good, bad 
and indifferent. For five years Eddie Graham was the drummer with 
Earl Hines, one of the greatest and most spontaneously inventive 
pianists in jazz history.

JAZZ/Female Vocal Ensemble

8 Ensembles in 1 Bit - Summer Rain (Ternheim) - 3:17
Track 2 from Just Listen: JL002 - Kobra Ensemble

Producer/Engineers Jared Sacks and Daan van Aalst have pooled their
extensive expertise in music production and recording in very high-res-
olution audio. Their goal is to put together the best system for recording 
and reproducing music at the highest quality with recordings in the new 
DSD256 (quad rate DSD) format. The music on 8 Ensembles in 1 Bit is 
being provided in both Stereo and Multichannel sound in the recorded
resolution DSD256 (quad DSD), as well as DSD128 (double DSD) and 
DSD64 (DSD). With the lack of postproduction processing and editing, you 
will enjoy hearing the music exactly as it sounded during the recording 
session.

CLASSICAL/Baroque - Solo Cello

Bach: Cello Suites - Prelude (Bach) - 2:33
Track 1 from Navis Classics: NC15003 - Joachim Eijlander

“The suites as a whole are for me the most beautiful pieces of music 
that were ever composed for cello. I listened over and over to them 
since I was a young child and I feel that playing the suites were the 
main reason why I wanted to become a professional cellist. 
The fourth suite, with its daring harmonies and almost symphonic 
proportions is a world on its own. In the prelude the broken chords 
go on and on, how beautiful that Bach takes all the time to unfold 
it.” - Joachim Eijlander, cellist.
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